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whose date, as usual, is disputed. They do not
form a book, in our sense of the word, for they
are really no more than headings containing the
quintessence of the Veddnta philosophy. By
themselves they would be completely unintelli-
gible, but if learnt by heart, as they were and still
are, they would no doubt form a very useful
thread through the labyrinth of the Vedanta.
By the side of these Sutras, however, there must
always have existed a body of oral teaching, and
it was probably this traditional teaching which
was gathered up at last by ^Sankara, the famous
teacher of the Vedanta, in his so-called com-
mentary or Bhashya on the Sutras. That Bhashya,
however, so far from being a mere commentary,
may in fact be regarded as the real body of the
Vedanta doctrines, to which the Sutras form no
more than a useful index. Yet these Sutras must
soon have acquired an independent authority, for

supposed, the same as the Vyasa Dvaipayana, the reputed author
of the Mahabharata. The character of their works is different,
and so are their names. Bddar^yawa, the author of the Brahma-
stitras, is generally referred to about 400 A.D., though without
very conclusive evidence.